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mountains, to the principal towns on the Ava side of th&
range.

48th. Aeng and Talak are the emporia of the trade, but
more particularly the former, and during the months whea
the Shan and Burmese traders are expected to arrive, boats
laden with British goods? and the various products of the
province, are seen making their way from Akyab, Kyouk
Phyoo, and Ramree to these marts*, where the cargoes are
sold to the Shan and Burmese merchants. By the Goa pass
agricultural cattle are principally imported for sale into Arra-
can, but as the breadth of the range is at this point very
trifling, and far less lofty than the more northern portions of
the chain, it presents great natural facilities for intercourse
between the inhabitants occupying the opposite sides of the
range ; the towns and villages on the Bassein river are nume-
rous and large, and the people apparently so fully aware of the
advantages of trade, that they annually make voyages iu
search of it, not only to Arraean, but along the coast to Chit*
tagong, Dacca, and Calcutta.

49th. One article in universal demand in Bassein, is
tobacco, and the climate and soil both appear so unfavourable
to its successful culture there, that a considerable quantity is
said to be annually imported from the northern provinces of
Ava : as the Sandoway district, however, on the opposite side
of the range, has already become celebrated for the excellence
of its tobacco, it appears not improbable that this article
might be made a staple of the trade, between Goa and
Lemena, which are not more than three marches distant.

50tk We have already seen} that during the reign of
Chorjeet Sing, some traffic was carried on by the inhabitants
of the Muneepoor valley, with those residing on the banks of
the Ningthee river, and in the Doab of the latter and Ira-
wattee. The intercourse between Muneepoor and the more
flourishing countries to the westward, was at that time eon-
fined to the occasional transit of a few passengers proceeding
on pilgrimages to Western India and Nuddeah, and they
were subjected to such extortions by the Kupooee tribe of
Nagas, occupying the hills of the intervening tract, and incur-